2015 Loran Scholars
The Loran Scholars Foundation has selected the 26th class of Loran Scholars - exceptional young Canadians who demonstrate character, service and leadership potential. Each Loran Scholar receives an undergraduate award valued at up
to $100,000 over four years, including mentorship and a summer program.
Somaya Amiri
McCall MacBain Loran Scholar
Sir Charles Tupper Secondary
School
New Westminster, BC

Aaron Benwic
Loran Scholar
Marshall McLuhan Catholic Secondary School
Toronto, ON

Recently arrived from Afghanistan,
Somaya set up weekly group conversation sessions for fellow newcomers to learn English. She facilitates anti-discrimination workshops
at school, debates and leads the
global awareness club. During the
year, she works part-time at a retail
store.

Aaron successfully lobbied to
amend his school’s uniform policy
and helped start a peer tutoring
program. He volunteers with a charity supporting vulnerable students
and leads student council. Aaron
designs posters for his school, and
he works part-time as a stylist and
sales associate.

Joanne Banh
McCall MacBain Loran Scholar
Maple Ridge Secondary School
Maple Ridge, BC

Daniel Brown
Young Fund Loran Scholar
Kenner Collegiate Vocational Institute
Peterborough, ON

Joanne volunteers weekly at a soup
kitchen and a hospital. She restarted a volunteer club that matches
students to local charities. Joanne
is a restaurant shift manager, the
youngest person to work in that
role, and supervises another restaurant’s food safety program.
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Daniel is captain of the school
football team and coaches field
lacrosse. He helped start a cricket
team at school and volunteers as a
community sports coach. Last summer, he worked at a provincial park
and a contracting company.

Chloe Batista
BMO Loran Scholar
Lorne Park Secondary School
Mississauga, ON

David Bobyn
Cronin Loran Scholar
Bishop Carroll High School
Calgary, AB

Chloe serves as yearbook editor and
co-president of the French Council.
She is active in the debate club and
gay-straight alliance, and she has
taught a computer course for seniors. Chloe sings, acts in school
musicals and kickboxes. She works
part-time as a web designer.

For five years, David has run his
own eco-friendly lawn care company. He volunteers weekly at church
and organized intercultural activities
for 20 incoming exchange students.
David quarterbacks for the football
team and serves as captain of the
swim team. He sings, plays guitar
and works at a manufacturing company during the summer.
www.loranscholar.ca

Galen Boulanger
Loran Scholar
L.V. Rogers Secondary School
Nelson, BC
Galen initiated a letter-writing campaign to save the school music program and organized a concert that
raised $10,000 for War Child Canada. He sings, plays trumpet and
started a jazz combo that performs
at festivals and community events.
Galen also kayaks and placed first
in three provincial competitions.

Nicole leads a student club that
promotes responsible decisionmaking and road safety. She started the French club at school and
plays rugby. Nicole has volunteered
weekly at the food bank for the past
four years, and she mentors younger students. She works part-time at
a tutoring centre.

Milton Calderon Donefer
Loran Scholar
Cobourg Collegiate Institute
Cobourg, ON

Caitlin Grady
Loran Scholar
Cégep de l’Outaouais
Chelsea, QC

Inspired by an exchange trip to Nicaragua, Milton initiated an intercultural youth program at the local
YMCA. He leads his school’s environmental club and helped triple its
membership. Milton plays volleyball, dodgeball and badminton, and
he is a track and field athlete.

Caitlin started her municipality’s
youth council and serves as its
president. She is also vice-president
of the regional youth association.
Caitlin leads her school’s international club, campaigning for gender
equality, and she has volunteered
at a hospital. She runs, plays piano
and works part-time as a cashier.

Jenna D’Aurizio
BMO Capital Markets Loran
Scholar
Abbey Park High School
Oakville, ON

Patrick Hickey
Ralph M. Barford Loran Scholar
Holy Heart of Mary High School
St. John’s, NL

Jenna initiated and organized the
school intramural program. She
serves as captain of a local soccer
team and leads a 45-member business club. Jenna has volunteered
with Big Brothers Big Sisters for
four years and was a national science fair finalist two years in a row.
She works part-time as an administrative assistant.
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Nicole Flanagan
BMO Capital Markets Loran
Scholar
Our Lady of the Lake CCS
Keswick, ON

Patrick organized a mental wellness
day at school and a musical performance to raise awareness of mental
health. He organizes a weekly soccer program at the junior high and
serves on the executive of the youth
Rotary club. Last summer, Patrick
worked as a day camp counsellor.
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Anthony Hope
McCall MacBain Loran Scholar
Johnston Heights Secondary
School
Surrey, BC
Anthony helped draft a school
board regulation to protect LGBTQ
students. He co-founded a weekly
breakfast program and secured
$5,000 in funding to sustain it. He
also sings and plays badminton.
Anthony graduated one semester
early and works full-time at the City
of Surrey.
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Jocelyn Leblanc
Loran Scholar
École Aux Quatre Vents
Dalhousie, NB
Jocelyn created his first business
at the age of 12 and made $15,000
in two years. As a student trustee,
he represents 10,000 students and
participates in the provincial federation of young francophones. Jocelyn is also a warrant officer with the
air cadets, and he operates a french
fry business.

Erin Knight
Scace Loran Scholar
Gilbert Plains Collegiate
Gilbert Plains, MB

Annaliese Loeppky
McCall MacBain Loran Scholar
Garden Valley Collegiate
Morden, MB

Erin invented a filter to reduce water
waste, and she has run a science
workshop for young girls. For four
years, she has volunteered for an
agricultural fair and rodeo. Erin edits
the school yearbook, leads student
council and has competed provincially in volleyball. She works at the
local newspaper.

Annaliese started the school’s sustainability committee and helped
bring about the use of reusable
dishes in the cafeteria. This year,
she is starting a gay-straight alliance. Annaliese is a peer helper,
and she played the lead role in the
school musical. Last summer, she
worked as a lifeguard.

Hannah Lank
Temerty Loran Scholar
Kelvin High School
Winnipeg, MB

Iryna Luchak
Maclab Loran Scholar
Austin O’Brien High School
Edmonton, AB

Hannah is a youth advisor and presenter on food allergy sensitivity and
management. She served as editor
of the school newspaper for three
years and volunteers as a tutor. She
runs cross country, plays piano and
leads student council. During the
year, Hannah works part-time as a
production assistant.

Iryna started a wellbeing club and
secured $4,000 in funding to sustain it. She volunteers weekly as a
mentor and math tutor, helps run
school events and acts as a Ukrainian heritage interpreter. She was
a crew trainer at a restaurant and
works part-time at an office.
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Hannah Martin
Loran Scholar
North Colchester High School
Tatamagouche, NS

Abeera Shahid
Applebanks Loran Scholar
Turner Fenton Secondary School
Brampton, ON

Determined to attend a social justice camp in Mexico, Hannah sold
scarves to raise funds for her participation. She continues to recruit
host families for the camp. Hannah
has helped plan a church service
and school assembly to share her
Mi’kmaq culture, and she teaches
drums. Last summer, she worked
as a waitress and tour guide.

Abeera started a city-wide multicultural youth council that has run
workshops for over 300 youth. She
co-founded the school science club
and serves as director of the Canadian Young Scientist Journal’s student editorial board. Abeera runs
cross country and plays ping pong.

Nick Milum
Barometer Capital Management
Loran Scholar
Eric Hamber Secondary School
Vancouver, BC

Frannie Sobcov
Ralph M. Barford Loran Scholar
Nepean High School
Ottawa, ON

Nick helped create a student trustee position for the school board and
was the first to serve in the role. He
co-leads a 19-school district council and organized a sporting event
for 200 students with disabilities.
Nick is also editor-in-chief of the
school newspaper and captain of
the soccer team. During the summer, he works as a kayak guide.
Calder Schweitzer
McCall MacBain Loran Scholar
Lindsay Collegiate & Vocational
Institute
Fenelon Falls, ON
Calder began creating balloon
animals at the age of 11 and now
operates his own balloon-twisting
business. He is a percussionist and
leads the improvisation club. Calder
sits on a provincial student advisory
council, and plays rugby and has
worked as a line cook.
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After her grandfather’s stair accident, Frannie built adjustable stairs
that won an innovation award. She
co-organizes an annual breakfast
fundraiser and leads the graduation
committee. For two years, Frannie
participated in a dance company
that raised funds for social causes.
Last summer, she worked as a lifeguard.
Darcy Taylor
Loran Scholar
Gonzaga Regional High School
St. John’s, NL
Darcy started and chaired a social
justice coalition for students from
six schools. He is a nationally competitive tennis player and works
part-time as an assistant coach.
Darcy is a member of the provincial
debate team and has participated
in eight community musical theatre
productions.
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Emerald Unruh
Pearson/Sabia Loran Scholar
Westview Secondary School
Pitt Meadows, BC

Tanner Zekonic
Grandey Loran Scholar
Mount Royal Collegiate
Saskatoon, SK

Emerald plans youth events and
cultural activities for a Métis association. She contributes to a student
advocacy group and the planning
committee at her school. Emerald knits prayer shawls for a local
church in memory of her grandmother. She plays field hockey and
works part-time at a movie theatre.

As head electrician, Tanner helped
build a home out of a shipping container. He assists his teacher with
electronics class, and organized
the school’s graduation trip. Tanner
plays football, basketball and floor
hockey, and he runs track and field.
Last summer, he worked as a customer service representative.

Lauren Wiebe
BMO Capital Markets Loran
Scholar
Niverville Collegiate
Niverville, MB

Bonnie Zhang
Tripp/Smith Loran Scholar
R.C. Palmer Secondary School
Richmond, BC

Lauren runs an annual “fun day” for
younger students as a way to address bullying issues. She participated in an exchange to Germany,
is the yearbook editor and volunteers at a personal care home. Lauren coaches soccer, volleyball and
baseball, and she plays saxophone.
Jayden Wlasichuk
Rebanks Loran Scholar
Swan Valley Regional Secondary
School
Bowsman, MB
Jayden is co-captain of an environmental trivia team that has twice
won provincial competitions. She
is yearbook editor and president
of the 4-H club. Jayden has played
and coached basketball, and she
started a breakfast program at
school. She works on her family’s
cattle farm.
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As team captain since Grade 9,
Bonnie expanded the dragon boat
club from 16 participants to 70. She
helped start a financial literacy club
and organized a leadership conference. Bonnie plays oboe and piano,
and she sings in a jazz choir. She
works part-time as a bank teller and
a tutor.
Helen Zhou
Applebanks Loran Scholar
Central Technical School
Toronto, ON
Helen has volunteered as a literacy
tutor for three years and manages
production of the school magazine.
She has helped campaign to restore
the school’s field and serves as student council president. Helen works
part-time as a barista and, as part
of a careers program, has interned
at two law firms.
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